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Why is NMFS part of ITDS? 

How will NMFS use ITDS? 

What are the next steps? 

Changes for seafood trade? 

National Marine Fisheries Service 



Why is Import Monitoring Required? 
 

US imports ~ 90% of seafood consumed annually 
 

Several products and/or nations are subject to 

embargoes ( e.g., illegal driftnets) 
 

Several products are subject to documentation 

requirements – lawful harvest; gear used; labels 
 

Statutes: MMPA, ESA, HSDMPA, ATCA, DPCIA, … 



Electronic submission of entry data to CBP 

 

Paper forms to NMFS (Bluefin tuna, 

Swordfish, Toothfish, etc.) 

 

Monthly CBP data feed  (entry summaries) 

 

Post-release evaluation of admissibility – 

permits & documentation check 

 

Follow up with seafood traders as needed 

Current Process 

(Paper) 



Benefits of ITDS 
 

- Trade data submitted once, via single window 
 

- Automated near real-time PGA decisions 
 

- Reduced costs for government and trade 
 

- Enhanced targeting and screening 

 

Key Elements 
 

- PGA Message Set 

- Interoperability Web Services 

- Document Imaging System 



What will the future process be? 
 

Electronic submission of entry data to CBP along 

with NMFS-specific message set (e.g., flag nation, 

ocean area, gear, species) 

 

Near real-time CBP data feed with image files of  

catch documents & eligibility certificates 

 

Pre-release evaluation of admissibility – 

automated checks and examination of documents 



ACE data that NMFS will use: 
 

Carriers – information on conveyance (ship, 

aircraft, etc.) 

 

Shippers – information from manifest, commercial 

invoice 

 

Customs Broker – tariff codes, volume, value, etc. 

       & 

Importer/Consignee – catch document details 



Rulemaking 

- Consolidated Trade Permit (one permit, many commodities) 

- Electronic Entry Filing (PGA Message Set and DIS) 

- Seafood dealer retention of paper records 
 

NMFS Database Development 

- Self-Serve permitting via National Permits System 

- Reference files loaded into CBP ACE system (updates) 

- Web Services communication of entry validation results 
 

Outreach 

- Compliance guide 

- Web-based resources 

- Commodity-specific requirements 

Next Steps for ITDS Integration 



Permitting 

Online application for trade permit (annual renewal) 

 

Education 

Familiarity with commodity specific requirements 

 

Electronic Entry Filing 

Normal entry data + PGA Message Set and DIS 

 

Monitor Entries 

Respond to electronic messaging if problems arise 

 

Recordkeeping 

Maintain paper documents for specified retention period 

 

ITDS Integration for the Trade 



Christopher Rogers 
Office of International Affairs 
christopher.rogers@noaa.gov 

(301) 427-8350 

 
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/ia/index.htm 

 
 

 
Dale Jones 

Office of Science and Technology 
dale.jones@noaa.gov 

(301)427-8143 
 

http://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov 
 
 
 

 
 

  

Information on NMFS ITDS Integration 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/ia/index.htm
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/ia/index.htm
http://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/

